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DATZ: b4 January 197k

CIA Operative in El Salvador

1. Joe Merola contacted the Miami Office on 21 Deceader 1973 to
explein that he recently hed spoken with a friend of his in San Salvedor,
El Sslvador. The friend, who allegedly vorks for the El Salvadoren
Secret Service, told Merola that when ne (Merola) cazes to,El Salvador
not to go to the US Embassy to see & man nemed Vermillion? The friend
told Merola that Vermillion is thz Comzercial Attachz at the cambassy
and is under surveillsnce because h2 is suspacted of being the CIA man
in San Salvedor. Merolas told his friend that he did rnot hknow & ran
nemzd Vermillion, nor would he ever have cause to see such & wan. The
friend then told Merola that he wes only telling him for his own good,
and thet if he (Merola) were to see this Vermillion that Merola would
became @ suspected CIA agent as well.

2. Merola said that he wes passing this information to us in case
ve did indeed heve & men in San Salvador by the pe—z of Vemmillion.
Merola has been a contect of thz Miemi Field Office for scxez ten years,
and during thet period he hes passed to this office soze very relieble

information.
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